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FOR RELEASE: 2 December 1971
FROM: Kika de la Carza
92-308
WASHINCTON. D. C.--Ever since I came to Congress, I have worked with the South Texas
citrus industry in a continuing effort to expand the market for its products. The Foreign
Agricultural Service of the U. S. Department of Agriculture has a support program for pro-
motional activity in foreign markets, and this can be important to our area.
A meeting between Foreign Agricultural Service officials and representatives of the
entire U S citrus industry was held here recently to consider initiating promotional activi-
ties this winter in Japan for fresh grapefruit. Since our grapefruit is the best of all, I
was glad to see the Valley industry represented at this meeting.
I am informed by the Foreign Agricultural Service that three types of programs are
being offered. The first involves a cooperator agreement with a non-profit industry organi-
zation, with the Service contributing up to 50 per cent of the agreed foreign promotional
costs. The second, also with non-profit industry organizations, brings specific foreign
distributors into the activity; the foreign promotional costs are shared equally by the
Foreign Agricultural Service, the American cooperator, and the foreign distributors. The
third type of program involves a direct contractual relationship between either the Service
or an American cooperator and American exporters of specific brands. The Service will pay
up to 30% of the foreign promotional costs, with payment related to the actual promotional
expenditure and the value of sales achieved.
The administrator of the Foreign Agricultural Service told me that he is willing to
consider concepts other than these three. What we want, of course; is the one that will
work best for our area. I stand ready to help in any way I can.
* * * * * * *
TOWARD SAFE STREETS--The Law Enforcement Assistance Administration, created when
Congress passed the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, administers programs
to provide financial and technical assistance to states and units of local government to up-
grade law enforcement and improve the criminal justice system.
The agency makes block grants to states upon approval of the annual statewide compre-
hensive plan for the improvement of law enforcement and criminal justice. Through-its re-
search and development arm, the National Institute of Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice,
it also provides funds for a variety of research projects designed to reduce crime and
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the criminal justice process.
Additionally, the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration provides grants to
colleges and universities to prepare students for law enforcement careers and upgrade
the educational level of employees of the criminal justice system.
All these programa are described in some detail in a recently published brochure
entitled "Safe Streets--the LEAA Program at l~ork." I have available a limited number
of copies of this brochure and will be glad to send them to interested individuals or
local law enforcement agencies requesting them.
P.S. I strongly favor the LEAA programs, and while I'm on the subject I will
again urge my idea that our city streets can be made much safer for the people to whom
they belong if they are well lighted. Crime flourishes in dark corners.
***,'t*
FOR HIDALGO COUNTY LAW LIBRARY--It is my pleasure to present to the Hidalgo
County Law Library, for the benefit of South Texas lawyers generally, a subscription to
the Federal Register. This is the daily publication issued here to make available the
text of regulations issued by the various Federal agencies. The Federal Register will
be sent weekly, every day except Sunday, Monday, and legal holidays, to the Law Library
in the Hidalgo County Courthouse. I hope it will prove of value to my friends.
* * * * *
DRUG CONTROL-- Operation Cooperation appears to be making some headway in
reducing drug smuggling across the Texas-Mexico Border. Under this cooperative venture,
the United States supplies advice and aid in return for a Mexican crackdown on growing
and smuggling marijuana and opium poppies that eventually could be refined into heroin.
Just recently, the United States completed its $1 million agreement to help Mexico
intensify its campaign against smugglers and cultivation of opium POpPy fields with
transfer of three light observation helicopters.
Because of the long border between the two nations, smuggling operations have
been widespread. The cooperation extended by the Mexican Government is in the spirit
of good neighborliness that the two countries have enjoyed for many years, and of which
South Texans are so keenly aware.
'1< * * * *
VISITORS-- Visitors to my office this week from home were Judge Ed Gomez,
McAllen, and Mr Rolando Cantu, Edinburg.
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